
Happy August everyone.  Here we are, finally at summertime. Dick and I are looking forward to our camping trips with our 
friends-our chapter members.  We have been a part of the Good Guy Sams for 14 years.  What great friends we have made 
and have taken incredible trips with them.  So many laughs we’ve shared, surprises, and always someone with an opinion – 
good or bad.  Our chapter is one of the joys in our lives and I hope you have found a chapter that is fun for you too.

Sometimes we tend to make a lot of work out of something that should be so simple.  Camping is one of those things.  Once 
you make a lot of rules and requirements it becomes a job and most of us left those jobs so we could go camping and travel-
ling.  So try to keep those camping trips simple and flexible. 

And nothing brings folks together like a campfire, graham crackers, chocolate and marshmallows (maybe dipped in Baileys-
try it!) then roasted over the campfire.  Making a s’more is a real art and at our campfires there is lots of judgement over who 
makes the best s’more.  In the end, all are eaten, even those terrible burned ones.  Yuk.

If you don’t belong to a chapter that is just fine too, but please consider visiting one in your area and maybe you might just 
find a group that likes the same things as you and you can share with them.

I hope to see you all in Cashmere next month.  It is so beautiful in Cashmere in the fall.  And who doesn’t like those apples 
that show up every year provided by River City Sams.  There is also a Presidents’ meeting and a general business meeting as 
well.  Some of our very talented Good Sam members will share their talents with us and the Sammer Jammers will have music 
for dancing on Saturday night.  Don’t miss out folks.  The program for Cashmere is up on the website.

We have new Assistant Director for the S. Western Washington area.  Please welcome Bobbye and her husband Gary to this 
position.  Bobbye will be getting in touch with those chapters in that area.  Please give them your support.  Their contact 
information is on the State Team page of Happy Wheels.

And last but so very important, your new State Director was announced at Moses Lake and for those of you who have not 
heard yet it is Dave Cluett along with his wife Dee from Valley Drifters.  Their term will begin January 1, 2020.  Please give 
them your help and your support.  It is an impossible job without that. 

Have a great summer/fall and see you soon.

Donna & Dick 

UPCOMING STATE EVENTS:

SEPTEMBER 13 - 15 2019 CASHMERE FALL MEETING: "APPLE CIDER TIME"
(EARLY BIRD DATE NOT INCLUDED IN ABOVE DATE)
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STATE DIRECTOR
Donna (Richard) Amos
2610 E Section St. #20
Mount Vernon, WA  98274
(425) 344-4916
E-mail: kaydonna43@hotmail.com

TREASURER
Jody Mason
12206 Banner RD SE 
Olalla, WA 98359
afchfe9@gmail.com
(360) 265-5778

SECRETARY
Ron Belden 
336 Canyon St.
Richland, WA  99352
(509) 531-5437
E-mail: rdbgumby@aol.com

WAGONMASTER
Ron (Doreen) Adams
6350 Portal Way #65 
Ferndale, WA  98003
H: (360) 398-2995 / C: (360) 305-9035
E-mail: doreen50@yahoo.com

REGISTRATION 
Jody Mason
12206 Banner RD SE 
Olalla, WA 98359
afchfe9@gmail.com
(360) 265-5778

FISHER HOUSE
(Through Military Sams):

Diana Supler-Varner
1603 Brunswick St. SE 
Lacey, WA  98503-6954
H: (360) 455-9294 / C: (360) 790-7366
E-mail: dandm1603@comcast.net

WEBMASTER
Bill (Linda) Brown
21903  114th St. E 
Bonney Lake, WA  98391
(253) 862-7352
E-mail: bill_brown01@msn.com

PHOTOGRAPHY
John (Kathy) West
11525 173rd Ave Ct E.   
Bonney Lake, WA 98391
253-307-5867 
E-mail: jcwest1@comcast.net

SOUND SYSTEM OPERATOR
Jim (Darlene) Hyson
2713 Converse Ave SE
Port Orchard, WA  98366
(360) 620-2781
E-mail: whyson@outlook.com

LEGISLATIVE
Steve (Judy) Brooks
2308  114th Drive NE
Lake Stevens, WA  98258
(425) 334-1191
E-mail: sbrooks@kendra.com

AUGUST 2019

WASHINGTON STATE TEAM
GOOD SAM STORE

Eileen (Jim) Ferguson
306 Kray Ike Ct.
Wenatchee, WA  98801
H: (509) 888-2300 / C: (509) 885-3770
E-mail: jefergie@nwi.net

SUNSHINE
 Jean Little
1406 29th 
Anacortes, WA  98221
(360) 293-5297
E-mail: saw.and.sew13@gmail.com

DOGS FOR BETTER LIVES
Roxie (Bob) Holley
105 S. Belfair 
Kennewick, WA  99336
H: (509) 734-2002 / C: (509) 430-9237
E-mail: Stichnb@aol.com

HAPPY WHEELS EDITOR
Barbara (Steve) Erickson
14306 SE 49th St.
Bellevue, WA  98006
H: (425) 746-1094 / C: (206) 387-1694
E-mail: bje46@msn.com

 RONALD McDONALD HOUSE 
Kathy West
11525 173rd Ave Ct E
Bonney Lake, WA  98391
253-564-1829
kj.west@comcast.net

Assistant Directors

HAPPY WHEELS

S. CENTRAL WASHINGTON
Bob (Roxie ) Holley
105 S. Belfair 
Kennewick, WA  99336
H: (509) 734-2002 / C: (509) 430-9237
E-mail: handiman3333@aol.com

N. CENTRAL WASHINGTON 
Ken (Karen) Bauer
P.O. Box 184 
Malaga, WA  98828-0184
C: (509) 670-1229
E-mail: kenbauerhost@gmail.com

ISLAND/WHATCOM / SKAGIT / 
SNOHOMISH / N. KING

Ron (Doreen) Adams 
6350 Portal Way #65 
Ferndale, WA  98248
H: (360) 398-2995
C: (360) 305-9035
E-mail: doreen50@yahoo.com

GREATER SPOKANE AREA
Bob Ladd 
17709 E. Indiana Ave 
Greenacres, WA  99016
(509) 954-4295
E-mail: rhladd99@gmail.com

S. WESTERN WASHINGTON 
Bobbye (Gary) Simons
1041E Timberlakes Dr. E. 
Shelton, WA 98584
H: 360-426-4852
C: 360-229-0581
bandgsi@aol.com

PIERCE / THURSTON / S. KING
Ed (Benay) Nelson
13216  228th St. E. 
Graham, WA  98338
H: (360) 893-5208
C: (253) 380-6992
E-mail: bmistymom1@centurylink.net

FAR EASTERN WASHINGTON 
and ADVERTISING

Ron (Joyce) Stricklin
3040 Clemans Rd. 
Clarkston, WA  99403
C: (509) 552-5231
E-mail: ribsik08@cableone.net (6th char-
acter is lowercase "L")

OLYMPIC / KITSAP PENINSULAS
Open
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Ronald McDonald House donations thus far totaled 70 blankets and $3812.17. Blankets were delivered to Spo-
kane by Roxie and Bob Holley along with the pull tabs. Checks totaling $2449.17 were mailed to RMH Spokane.
On July 2nd Kathy and I took 35 blankets and $1517.00 to Ronald McDonald house in Seattle. We also had a 
tour of the facilities and received some brochures for the RMH table at the state events from our tour guide 
Heather Bauer. 

This is a wonderful facility, all there for the patients and families at Children’s Hospital. Any and all donations of 
goods and money goes to a great cause. 
We are well known by the staff at RMH for our donations. They give us a big thank you for all that we do for 
them. Many thanks to all the chapters and their donations of time and money to RMH. 

EDITOR'S NOTE: The complete article can be found on Page 5

  Kathy West   (253) 564-1829   Email: kj.west@comcast.net   

On behalf of Fisher House, I want to thank everyone for all the wonderful donations and the 
hard work making this happen. 

Unfortunately, the total monetary amount is not available at this time. It’s roughly around 
$6000 so far this year. The Canyon Sams also collected 45 blankets and quilts for the Fisher 
Houses. Both the Puget Sound Veterans Hospital and the Joint Base Lewis McChord houses 

expressed their astonishment of your generosity. 

A special thanks to the family of Dorothy for the $400 donation in memory of their mother, $100 from each of 
her children. (My apologies for not having the family name, but I am on the road and the information is at home.)

 Diana Supler-Varner  Cell: (360) 790-7366  Email: Dandm1603@comcast.net   

It was good to see Michelle Erwin from Dogs for Better Lives at the rally. At her 
program on Saturday, she was able to answer many questions and she explained 
more about the autism dogs and their program. Although, they couldn't get the 
video to work, some of the stories are on-line on their website. 
Dogs for Better Lives receives most of their dogs from animal shelters. Here is what 
they look for that makes a good assistant dog. 
1) They get along with other dogs. 2) They don't chase cats or other small animals. 

3) If they are food or toy motivated. 4) If they have any obvious behavior problems. 5) If they are between 1 and 3 years 
old and 6) If they are healthy, confident and trainable. Remember, no dog goes back to the animal pounds.
All this is made possible by your donations! Good Sams chapters have been very generous over the years. I can't 
remember the exact figure, but Michelle said it was in the millions. Washington State was second in the nation with their 
donations last year. A big thank you goes to Canon Sams, Sandy Sams, Three River Sams, and White Tail Sams. A special 
thanks goes to Canyon Sams for their donations of blankets. Good job everyone. Travel safely and we will see you in 
Cashmere. Happy Tails!
   Roxie Holley  (509) 430-9237 Email: stichnb@aolcom 

AUGUST 2019 HAPPY WHEELS

Ronald McDonald Houses of  Washington
www.rmhcinlandnw.org  www.rmhcseattle.org
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Washington State Good Sams Sunshine
Sunshine - Jean Little

Sympathy
Vonda Barnes, Good Sam Sneekers

Donald L Campbell  Blue Mountain Sams
Al Franklin, North Kitsap & Single Sams

Jim Mason, North Kitsap Sams
Evelyn Ryan, North Kitsap Sams

Peggy Franklin, North Kitsap Sams
Phyllis Rohrer, Honorary Member, Single Sams

Randy Lyyski, Play It Again Sams

CHAPTERS: PLEASE CONTACT  
STATE SUNSHINE TO REPORT MEMBER 

 ILLNESS, SYMPATHY OR DEATH 
Email: saw.and.sew13@gmail.com.
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Ronald McDonald House donations thus far totaled 70 blankets 
and $3812.17. Blankets were delivered to Spokane by Roxie and Bob Holley 
along with the pull tabs. Checks totaling $2449.17 were mailed to RMH Spo-
kane.

On July 2nd Kathy and I took 35 blankets and $1517.00 to Ronald McDonald 
house in Seattle. We also had a tour of the facilities and received some brochures 
for the RMH table at the state events from our tour guide Heather Bauer. 

There are 80 units for patient families to use. They are hoping to add more units 
soon. Each room can sleep six people but can be customized if needed for more. 
Since some of the families come in on an emergent basis, there are clothes and 
essentials for them that they have for their stay. The average stay is 60 days, but the minimum stay is four days. 
There is a 30 – 45 day waiting list to get into the facility. There are funds available to help with hotel expenses if 
needed. Because bone marrow patients aren’t allowed out in the general public after receiving their transplant, 
the patients are required to stay at least three months after receiving the transplants, some stay from six to nine 
months.

The hospital has half day schooling for the patients, if they are up to it, and their siblings. There are some 
spouses that work in the area and the kids can attend the Seattle Public Schools.

There are several playgrounds at the facility with a walking trail that connects to the hospital. There is also a 
computer lab area, laundry facilities, a theater area with seating for about 20 and a corner full of bean bag chairs 
for the kids to use on the floor if they want, and a “teen” area as well. Volunteers bring movies for the theater 
or the families can bring their own. There are play areas in the facility as well. There are two large kitchen areas 
where families can cook their own meals with refrigerators and cabinet spaces that they can lock for their own 
use. There is a huge pantry area well stocked with food items that are donated by local grocery stores. Volun-
teers also cook for the families three to four nights a week and Friday night is pizza night. 

There are 800 to 900 volunteers that come each month to help with the various jobs around the facility. Every-
thing that the patients and their families need while staying at RMH is free for them to use. When they check 
in, they are free to choose their own blankets and pillowcases from the bedding storage area, all free.

This is a wonderful facility, all there for the patients and families at Children’s Hospital. Any and all donations 
of goods and money goes to a great cause. 

We are well known by the staff at RMH for our donations. They give us a big thank you for all that we do for 
them. Many thanks to all the chapters and their donations of time and money to RMH.  

 Kathy West   (253) 564-1829  Email: kj.west@comcast.net   
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Daily walk-on rate is 
$35.00 per 
day/couple (for those 
not camping).  

  “Apple Cider Time”  
WASHINGTON STATE CAMPOUT in Cashmere, WA  

Friday, September 13th – Sunday, 15th 2019 
Chelan County Expo Center, 5700 Wescott Drive 

   

 
 
 
 

  
                       Donations for the local food bank will be collected at this event.  
 

Last Name First Name(s) 

Registration Fee Covers Fri & Sat Nights 

Is this your first Cashmere Campout?               Yes 
       

Address     City   State/Zip  Phone # 

Email         Want 
             Confirmation 

Chapter(s)                                        Member  
                                                         At Large  

Do you need handicap parking?         Yes 

This is First Come, First Served. Please display your Handicap sign in the windshield for the Wagon Master.  

Amount Due 

1 Rig/2 Persons $ $70.00 (US funds) 

1 Rig/1 Person $62.00 (US funds) 

Extra Person 

$ 

Circle Extra Night(s) You Plan to Attend = $35.00 per night  
 
Monday  Tuesday   Wednesday  Thursday 

$ $10/person (US funds) 

 
# Extra People ______ 
   
# Pets _____ 

Total $ 
  

I/we understand the Washington State Good Sam Organization has taken reasonable safety precautions and I/we accept 
full responsibility for the welfare of our units and all person in our unit while attending the Washington State campout.  
 
Signature X ______________________________________________________________ Date ______________________ 

Make check payable to: Washington State Good Sam Club 
Mail to: Jody Mason, WA State Registrar 12206 Banner Rd SE, Olalla WA 98359 
Refund requests must be emailed to the State Registrar at afchfe9@gmail.com, or postmarked with U.S. 
mail no later than 5 days from the start of the event.   

Check the state website at www.washingtonstategoodsams.com for updated event news.  
RV parking 8:00-5:00, for exceptions contact the Wagon Master Ron & Doreen Adams at 

360.224.6183 or email at doreen50@yahoo.com. 
 

Signature is required at the check-in gate when you arrive. You must also register inside the event 
building. Please check your program for registration times.  

 
If you wish to park with friends you must arrive together.  

Water, sewer and power are included at your site.  
 

For other questions call the State Director, Donna (Richard) Amos at 425.344.4916 
or email kaydonna43@hotmail.com 

 
  

Refund date/Amt/Check #   
            

Date Rec./Check #/Amount Due? 

$ 
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CHAPTER SUBMISSIONS (See Page #16 for more information)
THIS PORTION OF THE HAPPY WHEELS NEWSLETTER IS THE VOICE OF OUR LOCAL CHAPTERS.  

WHETHER IT'S A FUNNY ANECDOTE OR SENTIMENTAL REMEMBRANCE, WE'D LIKE TO HEAR YOUR STORY. KEEP 
YOUR STORY BRIEF, - UP TO 300 WORDS. CHAPTER MATERIAL SUBMITTED FOR  

PUBLICATION IS SUBJECT TO EDITING FOR TIMELINESS, SPACE, AND/OR CONTENT. IT IS NOT OUR  
INTENTION TO SIGNIFCANTLY CHANGE YOUR MATERIAL. MISTAKES ARE ACCIDENTAL AND FREE!

Valley Drifters Good Sams
Submitted by Lloyd Hartley

Cariboo Trail Sams
Submitted by Bob Chiles

WOW, here we are already, half-way 
into our Good Sam camping season. 
Anyone ever wonder why time seems 
to fly by?  Guess that’s because we are 
having fun.

The Cariboo Trail Good Sam has al-
ready had three (3) camp outs starting 
at Conconully, Wa., which is close to 
home; then to Blacks Beach Resort on 
Lake

Curlew and a visit to the Boeing manu-
facturing plant at Everett, WA.  These 
trips certainly got the bugs out of the 
RV’s and in some cases learned of nec-
essary mechanical repairs.

Always a sad note to report the pass-
ing of a long time member. Charter 
member and constant supporter Larry 
Philmon passed in June from cancer.

Larry will be missed! He was a kind, 
gentle man who would help in any way 
possible. God bless, Larry!

We are looking forward to our remain-
ing camp outs for the season and wel-
come the travels to and from our des-
ignated locations, the companionship 
we enjoy being around our friends and 
members, and most certainly the pot-
lucks with all the outstanding food.

Our meetings are intended to be warm 
and cheerful and yet, be able to con-
duct the necessary business of our club.  
Nothing beats well intended and con-
structive discussion when planning 
events and club policies.

Needless to say, please be careful in 
your travels, enjoy your camp outs with 
your friends and let each members 
safety and happiness be the rule.  To do 
otherwise is a waste of precious time. 

We are proud to announce that Dave 
Cluett, our Chapter President, has 
stepped up to meet the challenge and 
has agreed to serve as the Washington 
State Director for the 2020-21 term. 
Dave and his wife Dee, our secretary, 
have led our chapter for the past four 
years. They have been dedicated officers 
and active members of the Valley Drift-
ers since 2012, always full of new and 
creative ideas for things to do and plac-
es to go. They were members of Kings 
& Queens from 1996-2010. THANK 
YOU DAVE AND DEE.

Cluett’s attended the Rally in Hope, B. 
C. where Dave won the theme’s “Cra-
zy Olympics” Best Costume Award 
dressed as a Sumo wrestler. (Ask Dee to 
see the picture.)

Unfortunately, due to unexpected last-
minute cancellations, we only had three 
rigs at the Moses Lake Samboree. There 
we hosted a Giant Jenga Tournament 
which was fun for the participants as 
well as the spectators. We were joined at 
our potlucks by members of the Daffo-
dil Ramblers and the representative for 
Dogs for Better Lives. Cluett’s and Dal-
bec’s went on to attend the Idaho State 
Rally in Lewiston, ID. They reportedly 
had a great time. 

In July, nine rigs are scheduled to attend 
our next chapter outing at Glen Ayr RV 
Park in Hoodsport. It should be anoth-
er great weekend. We are looking for-
ward to a good time at Cashmere with 
eight rigs planning to attend, followed 
by those crazy enough to go to the Sec-
tion 8 outing at Whispering Pines RV 
Park in Cle Elum. 

South Sound Sams
Submitted by Jan Wyman

Our March campout was at Copalis 
Beach.  On the way west, we stopped 
at one of our favorite restaurants, Rusty 
Tractor for brunch.  For one of our din-
ners we ate at the Green Lantern Pub 
where Big Foot was the bouncer.  Bob 
found many nails on the beach.  Jean 
lost count of the puzzles that we put to-
gether.  Day visitors from Ohio joined 
us with their Airstream.  We enjoyed 
walks on the beach, of course.

April’s campout was at Glen Ayr RV 
Park on Highway 101 near Hoodsport. 
Bob provided oysters he had picked 
from the beach near the park.

The June campout was amazing.  We 
camped at Pot Holes State Park.  On the 
drive over, we lunched at Snoqualmie 
Summit which was about halfway to 
Othello.  The weather was a bit windy, 
but it was beautiful, the air was fra-
grant and clean, we all enjoyed visits, 
and dinners were delicious (as usual).  
Thank you for coordinating the meals 
Karen.  Our chefs, Karen Means, Jean 
Dearth (and Gloyd), Bob Legg, and 
Donna Gibbler, provided great meals.  
The next leg of our campout was to 
Whispering Pines RV Park, Cle Elum.  
Again, beautiful weather, great food, 
and the best company.  Activities were 
golf, fishing, hiking, and shopping in 
Cle Elum.  Thank you, Wagon Master, 
Bob Schroeder.  This campout was very 
fun and enjoyed by all of us.
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Lilac City Sams
Submitted by Betty Higley

HAPPY WHEELS

Blue Mountain Sams
Submitted by Pat Roberts

Our 2018 season included camping at parks in Idaho, Wash-
ington, and Oregon, and winter months included meetings 
at local restaurants and contributions to area food banks and 
charities.

We were happy to gain four new members, Chris and Linda 
Billups and Jerry and Sandra St. Amour, but on a sad note we 
lost long-time member Doc Yochum. Our prayers are with 
Kathleen.

The 2019 season brought our first campout at Grangeville’s 
Bear Den RV Park in April with hosts Karen and Walt Squires 
who provided us with a yummy potato bar. We played lots of 
card games, dined at two local restaurants, and had a Corn 
Hole tournament with winners being Gary and Donna Flor-
ence who won a jug of animal cookies.

May brought us to Spokane RV Park in Deer Park, where 
hosts Doug and Pat Roberts took us to several local eateries, 
giving us gals a break from cooking. Our hosts held a taco 
bar, horse races with Walt Squires being the big winner of 
nickels, and a Family Feud competition pitting the husbands 
against the wives. Wives’ team of Sandy Hoffman, Donna 
Florence, and Sandra St. Amour won and received bags of 
taffy.

Our June campout was held at Columbia Sun RV Park in 
Kennewick with hosts Ron and Joyce Stricklin who provided 
us with a BBQ and invited visitors from the Three Rivers 
Sams to join us, arranged a breakfast and a dinner at local 
restaurants, and provided a continental breakfast. There 
was lots of visiting and card playing as usual. Campouts are 
held the 4th Monday-Wednesday of each month, and guests 
are always welcome. Anyone interested in becoming a new 
member may contact President Marion at 208-435-4185

.

APRIL: We started the year with a potluck in clubhouse at 
Whisperwood. Good food and friendship enjoyed by all. 

MAY: Our first campout of the season took us to Boardman 
Marina RV Park, OR. It is one beautiful place to stay along 
the Columbia River. Tuesday was Lilac City’s meeting and 
munchies. We visited Echo OR. Two places open that day. 
Seven of us had the best homemade meatloaf sandwiches 
ever! We are ready to go there again. 

We also checked out the vintage building known for their 
home-grown grapes for wine making at Sno Road Winery. 
Thursday, we met at Sage Center to learn about technology in 
Agriculture and Energy taking place in the Boardman area. 
We entered a cage resembling a basket, they closed us in for 
the ride of our lives. Nancy Gilbert said, “turn around”. We 
did, only to feel the lift off in a hot air balloon. Our adventure 
was shown on the wall as we saw a fast pace panoramic ride 
of the Boardman area. We went to dinner at the River Lodge 
& Grill and enjoyed a view of the Columbia River.

JUNE: Found us heading for St. Regis, MT to Nugget RV 
Park. Tuesday, four takers headed for Quinn’s to enjoy 
Quinn’s Hot Springs Resort for a warm dip and lunch, while 
others visited or played cards. Our evening meeting included 
munchies. Wednesday was taking in the town and an eve-
ning potluck dinner. Thursday was another visit to Quinn’s 
followed by a delicious evening dinner, catered. Every eve-
ning Pres. Kelly Rhoads built a bonfire for us relaxing with 
our camping friends. Friday around noon was time to travel 
home once again, knowing we have had a good time to re-
member, till we meet again.

Paula Runyon, Dean Olson, 
and Nancy Gilbert

Kelly and Sherri Rhoads

Bob Olson at the 
tractor exhibit.

Ready to race... Pat, Jeanne, Louvette
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Roamin Wheels
Submitted by Iva Metz

Good Sam Sneekers
Submitted by Kathy Laird

Most of our “snowbirds” have returned 
to the beautiful green NW and are 
again camping with us.  In April we re-
turned to a long time favorite - Midway 
in Centralia. The weather was good, 
and we enjoyed games, shopping, an-
tiquing, and good food. On a very sad 
note, one of our long time members, 
Ed Barnes, joined us for the first time 
in about three years and learned his 
“bride” of 60 plus years, Vonda, passed 
away in the facility she had been living 
in on the morning of the day we were 
leaving. 

In May we attended FunFest and served 
the Thursday night dinner and helped 
with a few other committees.  Again, 
we had great weather and enjoyed our 
time.  Bobbie and Gary Simon, Coor-
dinators, put together a great Western 
themed event with wonderful enter-
tainment and activities.

June found us at Glen Ayr in Hoodsport. 
We really lucked out on the weather as 
once again it was great during our cam-
pout.  Several of us harvested oysters 
and clams, enjoyed hiking in the State 
Park and around the golf course neigh-
borhood, and the specialty nursery up 
the road enticed some of our members. 
We played games in the evening and 
most of the ladies in the afternoons en-
joyed a craft that was a two-day project 
making “dough” roses to decorate vari-
ous items or put into a bouquet.  Lots 
of fun and laughter as we enjoyed this 
campout and spending time with new 
members and prospective members. 

In addition to losing Vonda Barnes in 
April, we lost another long-ago chap-
ter member, Keitha Vincent, a former 
President of the Sneekers.

On a happy note, we have two new cou-
ples who have joined - Ted & Marilyn 
Herold and Mike and Barb Jewell.

We started our camping season in April 
at Howard Miller Steelhead Park in 
Rockport, WA. We enjoyed a quiet laid-
back campout with several fun games, 
held our potlucks with engaging con-
versations. We have such good cooks. 
We welcomed two new couples to our 
chapter, Jim and Barb Halverson and 
Evan and Linda Watkins. 

In May, we went to Hoquiam RV Park 
in Hoquiam, WA. We toured the Polson 
Museum where our guide gave the his-
tory of the logging Company and their 
home. We were able to visit 18 of the 26 
rooms. The house was built in 1924. We 
ate out at the La Salvadorena Restau-
rant in Aberdeen. Janet helped us with 
the menu since she is familiar with it. 

June, we made our way to Midway RV 
Park in Centralia. The weather was in 
the 90’s, too hot to do much but we 
had another good potluck in the club-
house. We visited the Wolf Haven area. 
Some of the wolves were pets at one 
time but as they got older, being wild 
animals, the owner could not handle 
them. Some were born in captivity and 
could not be released to the wild. Some 
were injured in the wild and could not 
survive on their own. The wolves were 
never for training or breeding but lived 
in this safe haven. More or less a retire-
ment community for wolves! That was 
an interesting tour. We gave the game, 
Left, Right and Center a new twist mak-
ing it more fun. 

Have a great camping summer!!! 

Three River Sams
Submitted by Delphine Palmer

Our Chapter braved the rainy weather 
in May and headed to The Last Resort 
RV Park in Pomeroy, WA. However, 
no amount of rain would stop the de-
termination of our devoted chefs, Bob 
Holley and Shorty Colpitts, who did 
the cooking on an open grill despite 
the heavy rain. Chapter members or-
ganized a Scavenger Hunt and even 
got some people in the RV Park to help 
them fulfill their item lists. However, 
the luckiest hunter on the scavenger 
trail was Jeanette Jensen who found 
$6.00 in the brush while on her search! 
There was a tense moment on the cam-
pout when Elaine Rose accidently hit 
a slow moving skunk in her beautiful 
new motorhome. Fearing the worst, 
Elaine felt really bad about killing the 
animal. However, the skunk survived 
unharmed and even more miraculously 
he (or she…Elaine didn’t check) did not 
spray the motorhome (probably real-
ized it was brand new!). Several mem-
bers went fishing and caught enough 
fish to enjoy for dinner one night. 

In June the Chapter attended one of 
their favorite outings, “The Good Sam 
Moses Lake Summer Rally.” Eleven rigs 
participated and many of the members 
arrived early to extend the fun of the 
Rally. Our members prepared a nice, 
hot breakfast for Rally attendees on 
both Friday and Saturday. In addition, 
Dot Colpitts and Roxie Holley made 
items for the charity raffle and Marge 
Mount and Lydia Smathers held a card 
making class. All of the profits will go 
to our charities. A surprise birthday 
party was held for Jeanette Jensen at 
Chico’s pizza and she was truly sur-
prised. Finally, the winner of the Most 
Unusual Pet Category at the Pet Parade 
was Mow Mow, owned by Elaine Rose 
…yes the same Elaine in the skunk in-
cident! Careful around the Motorhome 
Mow Mow!
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Fort Vancouver Sams
Submitted by Gay Rochel

It is hard to believe we are now enter-
ing our third quarter of 2019 campouts,  
time is going much too fast. 

Aside from our scheduled campouts, 
we have been hosting rest stops on I-5  
for travelers to grab a quick cup of cof-
fee, tea or coco and cookies. We really 
enjoy talking to folks not only  about 
our chapter, but also about their trav-
els. We find this to be an excellent con-
nection to the public in general. We are 
also holding a garage sale in July. After 
two days of doing the garage sale, we 
will have a big potluck at the Rodgers 
home. 

In April, we had a good turnout for our 
first campout. We camped at Brook 
Hollow RV Park in Kelso. We had good  
weather… without the normal “shower 
or two”. We found that our member, 
Ron Moon has a “golden arm.” He re-
ally entertained us with his home runs 
and strike outs but also the three bean-
bags he had hanging at the same time. I 
think he was surprised too! 

In May we attended “Funfest” held at 
the Swiss Sportsman’s Club in Bonney 
Lake. This event is a five day event. Lots 
of games (even a horse race), pet pa-
rade, etc. Something for everyone. 

June found us at Kamper’s West in 
Warrenton, OR. Our club continues to 
grow and we welcome new members: 
Kathy and Wayne Davis and Rick and 
Jane Yahrmarkt. We are now preparing 
to leave on our July campout at Elma 
RV Park. See you down the trail! 

Ron Moon, 
the man 
with the 
"golden  

arm!"

Play It Again Sams
Submitted by Pam Lyyski

The May camp out was held at Elma RV 
Park.  The people there are so nice.  Even 
though our group is small, we always 
have fun.  The Friday night dinner out 
was at the Rusty Tractor Restaurant.  
Our president, Carol, treated everyone 
to breakfast at the Rusty Tractor on 
Saturday morning, and because she 
hosted, she didn’t want to cook.  There 
was a Wood Carvers Show in Elma this 
weekend, and several people attended.

The June camp out was not held due to 
many members with illnesses.

In July, we were at Hoquiam River RV 
Park.  There were only four rigs but most 
members were there for the Saturday 
meeting and potluck.  The photo albums 
came out and much reminiscing was 
had about past members who are no 
longer with us.

It is with a sad heart that I say my 
husband, Randy Lyyski, died on June 
21.  He has been in and out of the 
hospital four times this year.  There 
was a nice tribute to him at the July 
meeting.  He was a vital member of our 
chapter and will be missed by all who 
knew him.

We are looking for new members.  If 
you are looking for a friendly bunch of 
seniors, please give our president a call, 
Carol Thompson, (253) 564-0922.  

Drive safe and see you down the road.

Good Guy Sams
Submitted by Steve Raddysh

It seems we’re finally getting into some 
warmer, summer weather! Nice to see 
you all in Lynden and hope you didn’t 
miss out on the ice cream we enjoyed 
serving on Friday evening. 

Two of our chapter members went to 
the BC rally the week before Lynden 
and had a great time. It was a beauti-
ful setting, we played some really fun, 
new games, had a catered dinner one 
night and the weather was perfect. Next 
year it will be in Salmon Arm…hope to 
see you there, we’re going! Two of our 
chapter members attended the Idaho 
rally the year before. We did a drawing 
for Moses Lake and had a lot of Ida-
hoan’s in attendance this year. The lo-
cation for Idaho rally in 2020 has not 
been determined but a group of us are 
already planning to go, they are a fun 
group. Let’s support each other and at-
tend rallies in our neighboring states. 
We’ve come back with some wonderful 
memories and some good ideas for our 
state events. 

Moses Lake was a hit, we always enjoy 
the Denim & Diamonds night. Giant 
Jenga was a hit and great fun. Hope-
fully it will be on again next year. It was 
announced that Dave Cluett will be our 
next State Director. Thank you, Dave, 
for stepping forward, you have our sup-
port! 

Look forward to seeing y’all in Cash-
mere, it will be here before we know it. 
We’re planning a SeaHawk/Steeler par-
ty after Cashmere. Coming to the state 
events is a good way to get to know 
folks from chapters that might be close 
to you. Plan a co-campout with another 
chapter, we did it in June and was great 
fun. 

Leaving you with this…how can you 
tell what color eggs a chicken will lay? .
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Red Haute Samanthas
Submitted by Dawn Humphrey

Desert Drifters Sams
Submitted by Renae Koop

Our State meeting found our ladies 
dressed in our purple outfits and red 
hats sitting and chatting while coloring 
our choice of an assortment of pictures. 
There were snacks and punch.

Our last meeting of the year will be at 
the Cashmere Fall Meeting. It’s become 
a tradition to have a teacup exchange 
at this meeting. But for the those who 
would prefer just to “show and tell,” we 
would enjoy hearing your story.

If there is anyone wishing to assist with 
setting up, bringing tea, cookies or any-
thing else, please call Nancy Boehm 
(509) 750-6344 or Dawn Humphrey 
(206) 243-0163.

Thank you. See you there!

What-Com Sams
Submitted by Patricia Kazarow

The first campout of the What-Com’s 
Good Sam Club was held April 16 to 18 
at the North Whidbey RV Park in Oak 
Harbor. Here in addition to supporting 
the Garage of Blessings with donations 
and fun activities such as “Name That 
Tune,” we held two flower making ses-
sions in preparation for our hosting 
the State Rally in Lynden held on May 
3 to 5. There we again prepared a BBQ 
lunch on Friday and Saturday for all 
attendees... thank you to all who pur-
chased our meals! Proceeds from this 
went to our Charities. Attendees also 
enjoyed the decorations that expressed 
our theme “Spring Fever” both on the 
stage and as centerpieces for each table.

At the State Rally in Moses Lake, June 6 
to 9, we presented a Fashion Show skit 
that featured clothing made from re-
cycled materials which included feed-
bag sacks and garbage bags! After that, 
we traveled to Glacier Peak Resort and 
Winery for our June campout. This is a 
little-known rustic RV Park nestled in 
the North Cascades. It was made fa-
mous by the cinnamon rolls of its res-
taurant (The Eatery) that Ethel Clark 
(“Tootsie”) and her sister owned. Each 
year “Tootsie” would bring her spe-
cial whiskey sauce drizzled rolls to the 

first group of travelers who drove east 
over the pass on Highway 20 after it re-
opened from the snow and avalanche 
danger. The new owners have retained 
her recipe at the restaurant. Check it 
out! We were saddened by the pass-
ing of one of our long-time members, 
Duane Donovan.

In July, our campout will be at Howard 
Miller Steelhead Park in Rockport. A 
heads up for Cashmere - plan to join 
our own Ann Archer who will present a 
workshop on both flower and fish mak-
ing. Happy Trails everyone!

The Desert Drifters have been enjoy-
ing some great camping trips so far this 
season.

Our May trip took us to Wilbur, WA 
where we experienced “Wild Goose Bill 
Days” as well as the small-town charm 
that Wilbur has to offer. We enjoyed a 
parade, a live auction supporting the 
local Fire Department, Bingo, a fishing 
derby, and so much more! Even a trip 
to Grand Coulee Dam only 20 minutes 
away. It was a lot of fun! We stayed at 
Country Lane Campground and RV 
Park. Our hosts were Marc and Sheri 
Farnham, who as the owners/operators 
of the park, were amazing! They run 
a great restaurant right at the camp-
ground, where our group enjoyed sev-
eral meals. Have you ever heard of RV 
room service? Well, they even have that 
at this campground! Their hospitality 
cannot be beaten! We would definitely 
recommend this RV park!

Our trip for June was to Randle, WA 
where the group stayed at Cascade 
Peaks RV Park. 10 rigs went on this trip, 
which included two guest rigs. It was a 
unique camping experience where our 
assigned camping area was in a large 
meadow and campers could park wher-
ever they wanted. The group even took 
in a game of Bocce Ball as well as other 
games. It was another weekend of beau-
tiful weather, great accommodations, 
and great company. After this trip, we 
officially welcomed Jerry and Tamara 
Abrams into our group. Welcome, Jerry 
and Tamara!

Our next trip is coming up next week, 
and we are on our way to Baker City, 
OR where the group will be staying at 
A-Frame RV Park. The Miners Jubilee 
is that weekend, and we are looking 
forward to checking it out. We are ex-
pecting a very large group, possibly 36 
people! Look out Baker City! Here we 
come!

Nancy Boehm
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Apple Rovers Sams
Submitted by Marcia Hogue

Our May outing was held at Hat Rock RV Park in Hermiston, 
OR. A very special event as our member, Carl Gangl is the 
only surviving member who helped charter the “Apple 
Rovers” in 1994; Hat Rock was their first outing! Although 
we encountered some wind and cool weather, we had a 
great turn out. Friday night Jerome & Gloria provided an ice 
cream cake to celebrate Carl’s birthday; we welcomed new 
members, Lee & Traci McClanathan; and we all enjoyed 
Saturday night at the Panda Restaurant. A great time!

Our June outing was held the end of June at Fort Stevens 
State Park just outside of Astoria, OR. We enjoyed touring 
the fort and the batteries. Fort Stevens was one of the 
primary military defense installations in the three-fort 
Harbor Defense System. It was used from the Civil War to 
WWII. You may not know that on June 21, 1942 a Japanese 
submarine attacked the fort but the commander would not 
fire back so as not to expose where the fort was. We also 
enjoyed the maritime museum in Astoria. A great place to 
camp. We also enjoyed going to Seaside. Of course eating, 
pinochle and sitting around the campfires were the best.

Our July outing was held at Blu-Shastin RV Park in Peshastin, 
WA. Jill & Sandy Roger’s guests, Stan and Anita Maas, joined 
us also. Beautiful weather and sitting around the campfire! 
We went into Wenatchee after breakfast on Monday and 
some toured the Ohme Gardens, some the Applet & Cotlets 
factory, some found their way to the Antique Mall and some 
came home with some things they couldn’t live without! 
We enjoyed a German restaurant for lunch on Tuesday and 
Wednesday managed to get in a game of Bean Bag Baseball! 
The Huskies rallied around and beat the Grizzlies, a lot of 
fun and laughter. Then we got to taste THE BEST homemade 
onion rings by our hosts. A great time for all!

Our August outing will be a “no host” outing at Squaw Rock 
in Naches. There will be a lot of relaxing, snacking, and card 
games going on. This outing is going to give the women a 
break from cooking, if they want to. There is a restaurant at 
the camp so we decided NO potluck. It’s a “yoyo” weekend! 
You’re On Your Own!! Saturday night the chapter will gather 
together at Mt. Mamma’s Restaurant to eat together.

Canyon Sams
Submitted by Terry Stadshaug

Our May and June outings, hosted by Strausz’s & Lance’s, be-
gan with 3 nights at Spokane RV Park in Deer Park. We went 
to the North Spokane Farm Museum. What a treat! Not just 
farm implements. You would never expect such a collection 
in an old barn off a rural road! We went to the 2 Loons Dis-
tillery at Loon Lake. The owner toured us through. We tasted 
several of their beverages. We also checked out Shore Acres 
RV Park on Loon Lake. Small but a definite possibility. We 
visited the Evening Light Lavender Farm. Beautiful grounds 
and nice gift store. We visited Townshend Cellars in Colbert. 
Nice variety of wines, a good sommelier and beautiful view. 
We also went to High Country Orchard in Colbert, a family 
farm and great gift shop featuring home décor, gifts and a 
bistro. Also had dinner out and a potluck! 

After Deer Park we drove to St. Regis, MT and the Nugget 
RV Park. Here we relaxed, played games outside, enjoyed the 
wonderful clubhouse for a potluck and games. We had Mexi-
can Train and Golf (card game) going on while two of the 
guys played pool. The Nugget was a relaxing change. We also 
had dinner at Durango’s in Superior, MT one night.

Our July outing was McMinnville OR, hosted by Ensey’s. Old 
Stone Village is next door to the Evergreen Aviation & Space 
Museum. We had a happy hour with appetizers Thursday 
after setting up. Friday was a full day spent at the Museum 
then dinner at the Golden Valley Pub & Restaurant. Saturday 
sight-seeing, shopping, visiting and potluck and games at the 
clubhouse rounded out another great outing!

July is Boardman, August is North Whidbey with some go-
ing on to Silverline in Winthrop! 

Canyon Sams dining at the Golden Valley Pub in McMinnville
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Deer Park White-Tail Sams
Submitted by Sharon Crump

Spring has always been a time of re-
grouping... Snowbirds come home and  
those of us who played and worked all 
winter on location, get our rigs ready 
for a fun new camping season with 
friends. Our group is experiencing 
new growth with new couples being 
welcomed in and given opportunities 
to work the more seasoned members.  

What a fantastic time we had, plan-
ning, gathering supplies, and then 
assembling and decorating the 
stage for the Moses Lake Samboree.

One thing that I absolutely love about 
our group, is that everyone is willing to 
participate to the best of their ability.   
We love the camaraderie that competi-
tion with other’s creates in our group, 
no matter the game or the project.   

Happy Summer and see you in Cash-
mere!
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Military Sams
Submitted by Diana Supler-Varner

Panorama Sams
Submitted by Kermit Morrison

We started our spring campout at 
Peaceful Pines RV Park in Cheney, WA.

A total of seven rigs showed up to start 
our summer campouts. Our hosts at the 
RV park went out of their way to make 
us feel welcome. They had a nice room 
for us to meet, play cards and visit, and 
we had our potluck in the same room.

Two more couples came for the meet-
ing and potluck, and we also welcomed 
back previous members Floyd and 
Jackie Kelly. It was good to see them 
and look forward to seeing more of 
them.

Our next campout in May will be at the 
Deer Lake RV Park

The Military Sams held their usual 
meeting at Moses Lake on June 6. 
Around 13 members attended. 

During the Rally, we manned the  
table where we raffled off a basket 
and held a Silent Auction for a pic-
ture of an Eagle painted by Sarah 
McReynolds. The money raised is 
donated to the Fisher Houses at 
Joint Base Lewis McChord and the 
Puget Sound Veterans Hospital. The 
Fisher House is similar to the Ronald 
McDonald Houses, but for Military 
personal whose families and friends 
are the patients in the hospital. 

On Saturday June 8, the chapter 
members held the flag retirement 
ceremony by the Flag Plaza. This 
year 90 flags were retired and ad-
ditional nylon flags are sent to an 
incinerator for disposal. (We are 
not allowed to open-burn the nylon 
flags due to the poisonous fumes.) 

This was the largest number of flags 
we have retired over the years. The 
largest flag was at least 10’ by 15’ 
which is the biggest flag we have re-
tired. The ceremony was  held in the 
morning so the weather was cooler. 

Thank you to everyone who pur-
chased raffle tickets, bid on the pic-
ture and attended the Flag Retire-
ment Ceremony. Also a huge thanks 
to all the chapter members who 
helped in the different events.Deer Park crew decorating the 

stage at Moses Lake.
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Please Support our advertisers!
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Driving the Happy Wheels News-bus!
Barbara Erickson, Happy Wheels Editor

Thank you to everyone who submitted articles for this month's newsletter! I appreciate your 
promptness and enjoy reading about your chapters' adventures! There are great tips about a 
wide-variety of RV Parks to visit and enjoy locally and in nearby states. 

Front Cover Logo: This quarter's issue focuses on the 
Valley Drifters' logo. 
The first recorded minutes of Washington Chapter #3 are dated March 19, 1970. In April 
1970, it was agreed the chapter would be called the VALLEY GOOD SAM DRIFTERS 
and “would function for fun and pleasure, with meetings and records kept to a mini-
mum.” Our official charter was received from Good Sam on September 20, 1970. In May 
1971, a committee was appointed “to draw up a passable design for a club emblem.” The 
design by Wayne and Shirley Goetz was accepted in April 1972 and depicts the val-

ley between the Cascades and the Olympics (just a guess on my part, since we have no detailed description of 
the design). The chapter has always enjoyed campouts far and near. We have gone as far as Albuquerque, New 
Mexico for the Balloon Festival, to Death Valley and as close as the nearby Game Farm in Auburn, with most of 
our outings being in between.

CASHMERE Activity: Close up of a centerpiece flower made for the ta-
bles at the Lynden meeting. Join Ann Archer, What-Com Sams, who will be showing 
us how to "let your inner child out" with the creation of these flowers in her workshop 
at the Cashmere Rally. Look for her from 10 to noon on Friday, September 13. 

The flowers are the creations of people letting their inner child out. Ann will also be 
offering fish made from foam sheets and used CDs to create a fun garden spinner.

PHOTOGRAPHS: You may have noticed more photographs accompanying the articles lately. I 
am including photgraphs as I have room. If I can fit the photo in your column, I will, remember we have a 300 
word limit. If I have to increase the size of your column to fit photos in, see Blue Mountain Sams and Lilac 
City Sams, I will do so as space permits! or I will inevitably have to move the photo to another page. 

STATE MEETINGS: Spread the word... State events are fun! Invite your members to attend! 
Moses Lake's Pet Parade included these two winners among others and a new game of skill, Jenga, had partici-
pants who were very focused; everyone else was holding their breath, laughing or glad they were seated. 

Best Costume 
Nancy Curry's 
"lion"

Most Unusual 
Mary  
Hammond's 
Guinea Pig

Jenga
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WA State Good Sams Happy Wheels
14306 SE 49th Street
Bellevue, WA  98006

The Washington State Good Sam Newsletter is the quarterly 
published voice for Washington State Good Sams Chapter 

Members. At Large Members may subscribe to a nominal fee 
by contacting the Good Sam State Treasurer.

CHANGES OF ADDRESS MUST BE SUBMITTED TO 
THE STATE SECRETARY AT THE ADDRESS ON THE 

STAFF PAGE (PAGE 2)
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and October for publishing the first week of February,  

May, August and November.

ADVERTISING FEES
Fees are for Copy Ready material, to be published four consec-
utive times. Copy of Newsletter is included. For Sale and Want 

Ads are not accepted. Make Checks payable to Washington 
State Good Sams and mailed along with copy to Editor. (Fees 

are based on four issues, payable in advance.)
1/2 Page (approx * 5" x 8") $150.00
1/4 Page (approx * 5" x 4") $100.00
1/8 Page (approx * 3.5" x 2") $50.00
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Cell: (509) 552-5231

Email: ronsol08@cableone.net


