
Happy Wheels
www.washingtonstategoodsams.com

NOVEMBER 2021 VOLUME 37
NUMBER 4

From the DIRECTORS...

Hello Good Sam Members
November brings us to this year’s last edition of “Happy Wheels”. The year was a challenge for all members to con-
tinue RVing and taking part in Good Sam activities. The Cashmere Campout had 63 rigs attending. There were a 
few problems that were solved such as finding entertainment for Friday and Saturday, after last minute entertainer 
cancellations, but Dee came through with JJ Dion for Friday and we thank LO-KE-CO for their skit and Jim Hy-
son for providing the entertainment Saturday evening. Morning doughnuts was a challenge without Lloyd, but we 
found that the IGA in Cashmere had the freshest doughnuts we have ever served. Some of us were even able to 
purchase boxes of apples thanks to a nearby local grower. We had games, craft sales, a raffle, door prizes, and we 
had the memorial for our members that are no longer with us. 

We all had a great time and are looking forward to next year’s rallies. If you missed this year’s rallies you missed 
out of all the good fun we had. Dee and I are asking you to mark next year’s rally dates on your calendar. The more 
members that come to the rallies the more fun we can have. Next year’s (2022) Rally dates are listed below. Look 
for the registrations and agendas for the Lynden and Moses Lake Rallies in the February edition of Happy Wheels 
and on the website. 

As you all know I will be continuing as the Washington State Director for 2022 and 2023. The past two years has 
been a difficult task and I could not have done it without the help of the State Team. We soon will be needing 
replacements for the State Secretary and Sound System Operator by 2023. Remember all of the State Team posi-
tions are volunteer. We cannot do it without your help in finding new Team Members. If you know of any chapter 
member that wants to volunteer for a State Team Member position please let me know.

At Moses Lake I conducted a Chapter Health Seminar. I addressed the problem with the loss of chapter mem-
bers and the ins and outs of recruiting new Good Sam Chapter members. I will conduct another Chapter Health 
Seminar at the Lynden Good Sam Rally. I recommend to Chapters that have membership problems have a chapter 
member attend this seminar. This seminar will give you helpful information and ideas your chapter can use to 
recruit new Chapter Members. If you are unable to attend one of these seminars and would like to have a written 
summary please email me and I will email the seminar written summary copy to you.

Dee and I are looking forward to next year’s Rallies and are hoping to see an increased number of chapters and 
their members. Have a Great Holiday season. 

Upcoming 2022 Washington State Good Sam Rallies
Lynden Good Sam Rally           April 29 - May 1, 2022    Theme: "Happy Days are Here Again"
Moses Lake Good Sam Rally    June 2 - 5, 2022           Theme: "Desert Fun Desert Sun"
Cashmere Good Sam Rally Sept. 16 - 18, 2022           Theme: "Trash To Treasure"

Note: Event Dates Do Not Include Early Bird Days
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STATE DIRECTOR
Dave (Dee) Cluett
11919 NE 140 Pl
Kirkland, WA 98034
(206) 718-3944
E-mail: etno1@hotmail.com

TREASURER
Jody Mason
12206 Banner RD SE 
Olalla, WA 98359
(360) 265-5778
E-mail: afchfe9@gmail.com

SECRETARY
Ron (Pamela) Kelley
PO Box 956
Deer Park, WA 99006
(360) 739-0804
E-mail: ronekelley@yahoo.com

WAGONMASTER
Ron (Doreen) Adams
6350 Portal Way #65 
Ferndale, WA  98003
H: (360) 398-2995 / C: (360) 305-9035
E-mail: doreen50@yahoo.com

REGISTRATION 
Jody Mason
12206 Banner RD SE 
Olalla, WA 98359
(360) 265-5778
E-mail: afchfe9@gmail.com

SUNSHINE
Volunteer Needed
For now, send to Dave Cluett
(206) 718-3944
E-mail: etno1@hotmail.com

RONALD McDONALD HOUSE
Nelsine (Jim) Anderson
6000 James Rd.
Deming, WA 98244
(360) 220-3676
E-mail: nelsine@comcast.net
Mary (Roy) Grinnell
17500 SE 46 St.
Bellevue, WA  98006
(206) 799-1077
E-mail: mary.grinnell76@gmail.com

FISHER HOUSE
(Through Military Sams)

Debbie (Jim) Harden
5553 Wallaby Ct 
Lacey, WA  9850
(360) 870-5530
E-mail: jdharden@msn.com

DOGS FOR BETTER LIVES
Markey (Ken) Petersen
8995 Fruitdale Rd.
Sedro Woolley, WA 98284
H: (360) 856-5577 / C: (425) 299-7035
E-mail: troubles2@comcast.net
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WASHINGTON STATE TEAM

WEBMASTER
Bill (Linda) Brown
21903  114th St. E 
Bonney Lake, WA  98391
(253) 862-7352
E-mail: bill_brown01@msn.com 

HAPPY WHEELS EDITOR
Barbara (Steve) Erickson
14306 SE 49th St.
Bellevue, WA  98006
H: (425) 746-1094 / C: (206) 387-1694
E-mail: bje46@msn.com

SOUND SYSTEM OPERATOR
Jim (Darlene) Hyson
2713 Converse Ave SE
Port Orchard, WA  98366
(360) 620-2781
E-mail: whyson@outlook.com

PHOTOGRAPHY
John (Kathy) West
11525 173rd Ave Ct E.   
Bonney Lake, WA 98391
(253) 307-5867 
E-mail: jcwest1@comcast.net

LEGISLATIVE
Steve (Judy) Brooks
2308  114th Dr NE
Lake Stevens, WA  98258
(425) 334-1191
E-mail: sbrooks@kendra.com

Assistant Directors

HAPPY WHEELS

S. CENTRAL WASHINGTON
Volunteer needed for this area

ISLAND/WHATCOM/SKAGIT/ 
SNOHOMISH/N. KING

Ron (Doreen) Adams 
6350 Portal Way #65 
Ferndale, WA  98248
H: (360) 398-2995 / C: (360) 305-9035
E-mail: doreen50@yahoo.com

N. EASTERN WASHINGTON
Roger (Karen) Beckel
14710 E Crown Ave
Spokane Valley, WA 99216
H: (509) 892-2472 / C: (760) 808-5065
E-mail: randkbeckel@sbcglobal.net

S. WESTERN WASHINGTON 
Bobbye Simons
1041E Timberlakes Dr. E. 
Shelton, WA 98584
H: 360-426-4852 / C: 360-229-0581
E-mail: bandgsi@aol.com

OLYMPIC / KITSAP PENINSULAS 
Holly (John) Byczynski
491 E. Phillips Lake Loop Road
Shelton, WA 98584
H: (360) 427-1229 / C: (360) 490-9779
E-mail: hollyjb48@msn.com 

PIERCE / THURSTON / S. KING
Ed (Benay) Nelson
13216  228th St. E. 
Graham, WA  98338
H: (360) 893-5208 / C: (253) 380-6992
E-mail: bmistymom1@centurylink.net
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To tell you about your efforts to supply blankets, quilts, hats, booties, mittens and other handmade items to Ronald Mc-
Donald House, we interviewed Nancy Boehm of the Golden Threads Chapter. Nancy has been crocheting for this cause 
for over 16 years and always has her yarn and needles by her chair. Golden Threads has donated over 50 blankets/quilts 
each year. These are beautiful blankets of many colors and patterns. Imagine the delight of a sick child able to choose his/
her favorite blanket.
Thank you to our many chapters who also make these beautiful handmade items. We gladly collect them at the statewide 
campouts and deliver them to RMH. If you are not needle-handy and you want to participate, Golden Threads accepts 
donations of yarn or quilting material that you may no longer be using.

Please continue to collect those aluminum pull tabs and of course your cash donations are always welcome.  Thanks to the 
many chapters that made donations. Please let us know if you make direct donations to allow us to track.

 Mary Grinnell  (206) 799-1077  Email: mary.grinnell76@gmail.com
 Nelsine Anderson  (360) 220-3676  Email: nelsine@comcast.net

I visited the JBLM (Joint Base Lewis McChord) Fisher House and the Seattle Veteran’s Administra-
tion Fisher House in July and August. I was very surprised that they are identical and I would guess 
the facilities to be about the same age. The helpers at both houses we visited were very happy to 
receive the donations collected at the Moses Lake Campout. They will be sending receipts for the 
donations to the clubs who made the donations. If your club would like a tour of either facility, all 
you have to do is call the facility to set up a day and time for the tour. 

•	 JBLM Fisher House: 90700 Gardener Loop, Tacoma, WA 98431. Call: 253.964.9283 or  
email: info@fisherhouse-jblm.org

•	 VA Puget Sound HCS Fisher House:  1660 S. Columbian Way, Seattle, WA 98108-1597. Call: 206.277.3950

Until we gather together again, stay healthy and positive.

  Debbie Harden Cell: (360) 870-5530  Email: jdharden@msn.com 

NOVEMBER 2021 HAPPY WHEELS

Ronald McDonald Houses of  Washington
www.rmhcinlandnw.org  www.rmhcseattle.org

Hello friends,
This year we split the Sunday offering three ways for the three different charities. Dogs 
For Better Lives got $204.00. Also collected was $2,254.00 from different Chapters. So, 
the total collected at Cashmere for DFBL was $2,458.00.
We are looking forward to Lynden and hope to see you all there. 

Happy days are here again!

  Markey Petersen (360) 856-5577 Email: troubles2@comcast.net
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Washington State Good Sams Sunshine

Sympathy
 DeWayne Bacus, Daffodil Ramblers

Dale Brown, Desert Drifters Sams, Charter Member
Rich Emery, Desert Drifters Sams

Gary Lindstrom, Sams of Puget Sound
Connie Palmer, Cariboo Trail Good Sams

Eldon Schouten, What-Com Sams

Roy Stonebreaker, Daffodil Ramblers

CHAPTERS: To report member illness, sympathy or death,  
volunteer is needed. For now email Director Dave Cluett at  
etno1@hotmail.com



5 HAPPY WHEELSNOVEMBER 2021

Dues and Updates for 2022
Chapter rosters have been sent to each state chapter for 
information, updates, and Washington State dues. State dues 
for 2022 are still $10 per year or $5 for the last half of the year 
and are due by December 15, 2021.

Post cards have also been sent to our At-Large members for 
updating and their state dues notice.

These updates are important especially for members' addresses. The addresses in our data 
base are used for the mailing list for your Happy Wheels. Thank you, 

Ron Kelley

State Secretary
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VOICES OF OUR LOCAL CHAPTERS

Good Guy Sams
Submitted by Robin Leaden

Our Chapter has been somewhat 
scattered this past year, but we did 
manage to have one campout at 
Andersen’s Ocean Side RV in Long 
Beach in August. We had seven rigs, 
and a lot of fun.  Some of the members 
visited a local Winery, and then the 
whole gang went out to dinner at The 
Lost Roo. We enjoyed walks on the 
beach, and watching the gulls on the 
sandbar waiting for their breakfast. And 
of course, sitting around outside in the 
evening and visiting is always enjoyable.

We haven’t been having regular 
meetings, but have gotten together 
a few times at various residences for 
pot lucks and an occasional meeting.

We are looking at reorganizing a little. 
Due to the COVID interuptions and 
health issues, etc., we may move away 
from monthly meetings and scheduled 
campouts, and get together at the State 
meetings and any other times that some 
or all of us can make it. We always 
have a good time when we do gather, 
and hope to continue as best we can.

We also enjoyed the State gathering 
at Cashmere, and went out as a group 
for dinner at the Cashmere BBQ place 
- as it turned out, we saw many other 
Good Sam members there already!

So not a lot happened this year, but 
what did was thoroughly enjoyed!

Single Sams of Washington
Submitted by V. Lieske & R. Reichle

Single Sams of Washington is a smaller 
friendly group of RVer’s looking for 
others who would like to join us in our 
adventures. We normally meet month-
ly for lunch and trip planning through 
the winter months, November through 
March, from 11:30am till about 1pm. 
We use the luncheons to plan our 
camping outings for the months April 
through October, and while most 
other clubs camp on the weekend, we 
tend to camp during the week, Tues-
day through Friday, to avoid the traffic. 
While most of us are single we welcome 
couples to join us, for the luncheons 
or our outings. We also have members 
who no longer RV but stay in local ho-
tels and join us during the day to share 
in our adventures. 

Our small but mighty group joined 
everyone in June at the Good Sams 
Campout at Moses Lake. In August we 
went to Olympia and camped on the 
Nisqually River at Riverbend RV Park. 
Then in September we were back to the 
State Good Sams Campout at Cash-
mere Fairgrounds.

Our last campout for the year will be 
October 12th – 15th at Whispering Pines 
RV Park at Cle Elum, Washington. Our 
first Luncheon will be in November, 
tentatively planned for the Original 
Pancake House in Bothell, WA. Con-
tact our President Pat Biles at 425-483-
6160 to confirm day, time and location.

If you would care to join us at any of 
our events, or just need more informa-
tion about our chapter, please call Rob-
ert Reichle, our Treasurer, at 425-337-
2906 or Email him at Robert_R_R52@
Yahoo.com, or contact our President 
Pat Biles at 425-483-6160 or Email her 
at PatBiles@AOL.com.

Hope to see you at one of our events!

Good Sam Sneekers
Submitted by Kathy Laird

The Sneekers have been slowly getting 
back together again for regular month-
ly meetings although our headcount 
has been half or less than pre-pandem-
ic meetings. One thing contributing to 
the low headcount has been ill-health 
for several and problems with rigs for 
a few others. Covid has made some 
members very reluctant to gather in 
public places, especially where pan-
demic socialization recommendations 
are not followed.

We had two campouts at Pacific Sun-
set RV Park at Long Beach in late July 
during the Sandsation Festival and at 
the Kite Festival in mid-August. It is 
an older park but well maintained. The 
club house is not open yet for use due to 
Covid-19 restrictions. But we used can-
opies to help with sheltering, especially 
in August since the weather was a little 
wet at times. We enjoyed the beach and 
the various activities offered by the fes-
tivals; the Discovery Trail for walking 
and bike riding; and shopping - stores 
in Astoria, antiques and “junk” stores, 
and Costco.

Our September campout was canceled 
and we made no plans for October this 
year. We are hoping for a more active 
campout schedule in 2022.

We continue to collect aluminum cans 
and pull tabs for our local Hospice cen-
ter.

The Ronald McDonald House in Seattle is expanding to 
serve more families.  They have created a Wish List on  
Amazon to help with furnishing the new building which 
is due to be completed in December.  If you would like to 
help, follow the steps below to see the list.

• Go to www.rmhcseattle.org on your browser
• Scroll down to “How You Can Help” 
• Beneath that click “View Our Wish Lists”
• That brings you to a page where you click on “buy an item through our Amazon 

House List”
• Or scroll further down to see their ongoing list.

Thank you for your support of the Ronald McDonald House
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Sandy Sams
Submitted by Phyllis Sievert

Fall is here... and though it is nice to 
have relief from the heat and forest fires 
& smoke... can winter be far behind! 
“Cherish” the thought!!

Our July campout was cancelled due to 
low attendance. (It was hot, too!!) So 
instead, we had a potluck dinner at my 
house for those who were able to attend. 
We had a great meal (of course!); and 
then played a couple different games of 
cards. It was fun.

In August, 6 rigs caravanned to the  
Yakima Elks for our campout. Temper-
ature, of course, was hot! And the sec-
ond day, smoke from a forest fire west 
of Naches rolled in. We had a little bit of 
ash fall on us, as well. But not enough to 
keep us from having our meeting and 
potluck outside.

In September, 4 rigs caravanned to the 
Good Sam Rally at Cashmere. Paul & 
Nancy Boehm were there, too, but had 
to stay in a hotel since their motorhome 
was in the “fix-it shop”.

Now that our campouts are over for the 
year, we’re starting our monthly dinner 
meetings, beginning in October. Our 
social members attend these meetings 
as well, and it’s always nice to have them 
join us.

Wishing us all to stay well & healthy. 
Take care, and Happy Trails!

Deer Park White-tail Sams
Submitted by Sharon Crump

Happy Fall!

What a wonderful time we’ve had at our Campouts. Free to relax and enjoy out-
door activities with our friends and fellow campers. I think of all the fun games, 
entertainment and dining experiences of each trip.

Thank you to our President, Pam Kelley and her husband, Ron, who just keep on 
trucken’. Our wonderful leaders on State and local levels, who devote much time 
and energy to make each experience and opportunity to renew and kindle friend-
ships and kindness. Each of us “camping" or should I say “Glamping” enthusiasts, 
bring our own energy and unique personalities to add to the fun. Cashmere was a 
highlight for me this year.

I loved “hosting” the potluck for our group in my spacious motorhome, thanks to 
the much needed but inconvenient rain.

I loved helping put the puzzle together and laughed when someone would pass 
by, pick up a piece and with “fresh eyes” put it right in a spot that I had been chal-
lenged with for the last ten minutes. 

Hopefully, we can all look with fresh eyes 
and renewed faith that we can accom-
plish the tasks set before us with energy 
and kindness. Wishing you a warm and 
safe winter.
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Roamin Wheels
Submitted by Iva Metz

Valley Good Sam Drifters
Submitted by Sheryl Michler

Hope you have been enjoying the weather and have been out and about. Roamin' 
Wheels has been active!

JULY - No campout due to Covid

AUGUST - Glen Ayre RV Park, Hoodsport, WA. Great weather, warm during the 
day, and cool nights. Our host had a family emergency, so this turned out to be a 
No-Host campout. We fixed our own food, and ate outside and had an impromptu 
dinner at Nina’s Lake Cushman Cafe. Janet entertained us, and other campers, 
with her great renditions on her Cello. We always enjoy her music.

SEPTEMBER - Mike & Linda hosted or annual PIZZA PARTY, at their Camano 
Island Home. There were 15 members present. Linda had invited some of our 
former members to join us: Jim & Pat, Hal & Karen, John & Hazel, also John our 
previous Treasurer came to let us know what was happening in their world. The 
pizza, salad & dessert were greatly enjoyed. We all like to eat when someone else 
fixes the food.

OCTOBER 13 - 16 - Our Campout will be at Fidalgo Bay RV Resort, which is 
always a great place to gather and with a Halloween theme in mind, our co-hosts 
have fun activities planned.

NOVEMBER 4 - our monthly Luncheon Meeting at the Original Pancake House 
in Bothell at 12:00pm.

DECEMBER 3 - finds us at the Cedar Valley Grange Hall for our annual Christ-
mas Party. 

Until next year, stay well and keep camping.

It has been a busy summer for the Val-
ley Good Sam Drifters. In looking back, 
it’s hard to believe how much has oc-
curred since June.

July found many of us at Glen Ayr Re-
sort near Hoodsport on Hood Canal. 
The weather cooperated, it was fun to 
have a potluck again, and we had a very 
good turnout. In August, we went to 
the Toutle River RV Park near Castle 
Rock. (The writer of this article was un-
able to attend so information is sketchy 
on this outing although the report from 
those who attended was very positive.)

This brings us to September and the Fall 
Camp Out in Cashmere. What a beau-
tiful and charming town Cashmere is! 
After “free pie night” in Cle Elum, we 
caravanned to Cashmere for all the ac-
tivities there… more beanbag baseball, 
Mexican Train tournament, Pinochle 
tournament, lots of entertainment.

Directly following Cashmere, a few of 
our members went on to Daroga State 
Park and others spread out to various 
points east of the mountains.

Now it’s October and the next outing 
for our chapter will be at Pacific Beach 
State Park. It should be a little warmer 
than it was when many of the group 
went there in February and got caught 
by an ice storm!

We invite anyone interested in our 
chapter to visit us via the state web-
site or check our Facebook page, 
“Good Sam Valley Drifters.” For fur-
ther information, contact our presi-
dent, Dorothy Hartley, by email at  
hartley90@comcast.net or contact her 
at 253.631.5100.

September Pizza Party

Cello concert at Glen 
Ayre
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Cheney Good Samers
Submitted by Trudy Weston

Desert Drifters Sams
Submitted by Renae Koop

For the final campout of the year, 10 rigs traveled to Goldendale, WA. Lots of fun 
things to do here. Maryhill Winery was our first stop, where several of us enjoyed 
lunch and a glass of wine. Stonehenge was another favorite place to visit. It is a 
very interesting sight and those who went to check it out happened to come upon 
a wedding taking place. Stargazer RV Resort had a nice rec room where we were 
able to play games, share appetizers, and our Saturday night dinner and meeting.

Our trip in July was to The Last Resort in the Tucannon between Dayton and 
Pomroy.

Several had hoped to take in a little fishing, but because of forest fires, the road to 
the lakes was closed. The weather was great, but we were in a level 3 Evacuation 
status all weekend, which did not keep us from having fun, we just had to be pre-
pared to leave if the situation became worse. There were movie nights, including a 
real popcorn machine and a big screen TV outside, a Corn Hole tournament, and 
even an attempt at rubber ducks races in the creek, but since there wasn’t much 
water in the creek the ducks kept getting stuck.

On a sad note, July is also when we lost our dear friend, and fellow “Drifter”, Rich 
Emery, who passed away from cancer.  He was a great man, and will be missed by 
all who knew him.

Randle, Washington was the August campout. Those that went reported a great 
weekend at The Loggers Jamboree, and there was also huckleberry picking, Jenga, 
and as always great company.

September was our trip to Sun Lakes. This is always a great weekend for fishing 
(not catching, just fishing), paddle boating, and miniature golf. It was great!

Camping season 2021 is in the books, and it has been a good season.

Check out our Facebook page, Desert Drifters Sams, to see lots of great photos of 
our trips! Thanks to our Historian, Kathy Underwood.

NOVEMBER 2021 HAPPY WHEELS

Our group actively continued trips 
from July to mid-October.

During the hottest part of July, we head-
ed up in elevation to Swan Lake (near 
Republic, WA) for a chance at huckle-
berry picking and DRY camping. Dry 
camping in hot weather is always an iffy 
choice, yet we were rewarded because 
the temps remained tolerable and the 
huckleberries abundant!

Early August some of us nearly melted 
during heat at Boardman Park & RV, 
OR, even with air conditioners, but the 
scenery right off the riverbank kept us 
entertained with frequent small and 
large river traffic.

Continued drought conditions in Sep-
tember kept campfires (wood or pro-
pane) restricted. We replaced fires with 
lanterns inside our nighttime chair-cir-
cle get-togethers; worked great. Boyer 
Park and Marina allowed us use of their 
indoor space for football games and 
great food from their quality café.

Early October lured us to North Lake 
RV, WA close enough to drive easily 
to the Marcus Cider Festival, Oct. 2nd. 
A large number of vendor booths sent 
us back to the campground with kettle 
corn, pies, breads, taffy, clothing, knick-
knacks, etc.

Finally, we ended the season with a 
mid-October return to Steamboat Rock 
State Park to make use of the Off-Sea-
son Senior Citizen full hook-up rates of 
$10 per night a positively colorful way 
to end this season in this park full of 
deciduous trees in full fall display.

For info about our group please contact 
Nancy via currynancyj@gmail.com.
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Lo-Ke-Co Camper Sams
Submitted by Shelley Russell

HAPPY WHEELSNOVMEMBER 2021 HAPPY WHEELS

For Lokeco, 2021 began with a test campout to check for issues on our rigs to Fort 
Steven’s. Several had issues that were resolved before our 3-week caravan that be-
gan with the Moses Lake State Campout where we saw many friends that we hadn’t 
seen in two years!

We took off for Idaho where we had an amazing meal at Wolf Lodge Steak House. 
We satisfied our needs for fun & adventure with a trip to the Old Montana Prison 
Museum, two Ghost Towns, a Chuck Wagon dinner & Show, a float trip, the Tram 
up to the top of Teton Ski Lodge, music by the campfire by our own, Jim Hyson, 
Beanbag Baseball, “On the Bus”, pools, & even a Hot Spring! Then, reality, “Time 
to go Home!”

Lokeco joined North Kitsap Sams for a kite contest, music by Jim, Beanbag base-
ball, games, eating at the Winery & The Wheelhouse, & lots of visiting.

Godinets’ hosted a campout to Hiway Haven where the Thrustons & Kirkmans 
served an amazing Mystery Dinner where everything was listed in code - each 
course as well as the utensils. Very interesting!

On to Diamond Lake , a laid back time that included a trip to Crater Lake, while 
others stayed behind to feed the “climb up your leg” squirrels/chipmunks.

Our biggest adventure was our trip to ride the train. Wow, it reminded us of the 
“ride the horse” in the grocery store, but with big boy & girl seats. We were laugh-
ing & giggling as the train departed. After about 60 minutes and a small curve, 
the car behind the engineer, in slow motion starts to tip & dumps 4 of our friends 
onto the gravel. Turns out a bad coupler was the culprit. Despite the bruises and a 
sprain, it left us with lasting memories of “The Lokecos’ Great Train Wreck”!

Mystery Dinner diners, dressed in their finest! Lahey, 
Elaine, Jim H., Leroy, Sandy, Darlene, Gary, Robin, Merry, 

Jim R., & Shelley

Cariboo Trail Good Sams
Submitted by Bob Chiles

Another camping season closing under 
the restraints from COVID.

The Cariboo Trail Good Sam’s 2021 
season provided great fellowship with 
friends, and the relaxation that comes 
from being in the great outdoors.

We traveled to Riverbend RV near 
Winthrop, Church Camp in Conco-
nully, Black Beach Resort on Lake Cur-
lew, and Wenatchee County Park near 
Monitor, WA. All great camping loca-
tions, even though we encountered hot 
weather at times, and our final campout 
was particularly cold.

Sadly, COVID raised its ugly head in 
that we lost a dear friend to the disease. 
Connie Palmer was a gifted lady who 
always made a positive difference in 
whatever she did. A major shock, and 
much sadness for her passing. She was 
loved and will be missed by all!

In the upcoming winter months, we will 
still have our monthly dinner and club 
meetings, which we all look forward to. 
A great opportunity for fellowship, and 
to further develop our already planned 
2022 camp outs.

Winter is coming with cold days and 
nights. Now is the time to prepare our 
RV’s and residences. Please take the 
necessary precautions to prevent any 
negative events.

Be positive, think safety, and stay 
healthy!
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Fort Vancouver Sams
Submitted by Jim Rochel

Skagit Sams
Submitted by John West

Hood Canal Sams
Submitted by Walter Cothran

As the 2021 official camping season for 
our chapter comes to a close we have 
many good memories to look back 
upon. 

Covid has quieted some which has loos-
ened some restrictions that plagued us 
last year and I for one am looking for-
ward to 2022 with high hopes.  With 
this in mind I want to encourage ev-
eryone who can to get vaccinated so we 
can bring Covid to a close.

In the third quarter of 2021 our chap-
ter had two nice campouts, one at Ho-
quiam River RV Resort in Hoquiam, 
Washington and the other at Old Stone 
Village RV Resort in Mc Minnville, OR.  
Both were well attended and as usual 
enjoyable.  Both parks went out of their 
way to provide us with a good campout.  
I would recommend both parks for fu-
ture events. 

In July our chapter held a yard sale at 
a most generous member’s home. The 
whole chapter joined in and spent many 
hours in preparation and setup. The 
proceeds from this sale are earmarked 
for our charities to be determined at an 
early 2022 chapter meeting.  This was 
by far our most successful yard sale in 
our history with funds raised in excess 
of $3,000. 

Our Wagonmaster has put together a 
2022 schedule that will take us to RV 
parks we have not been to and will 
stretch out our radius for campouts.  I 
am looking forward to 2022. 

The chapter is planning a long distance 
trip to Yellowstone National Park next 
year.  This trip, originally planned for 
2021, was unfortunately cancelled.  

I would like to leave you with a posi-
tive thought. Helen Keller offered us 
some good advice when she said “Hold 
out your hands to feel the luxury of the 
sunbeams.”

The Hood Canal Sams completed the 
camping season on 10/14 at Whisper-
ing Pines RV park in Cle Elum. We 
put the thought of snow behind us and 
headed over Tiger Pass and Snoqualm-
ie Pass in the sunshine. We started with 
9 RV’s signed up and ended with only 
4 but we had fun and a campfire each 
night with dessert. Some went hiking, 
another couple went kayaking and Ili-
ana pushed her walker along the River 
Trail.

Our plans for next year will be discussed 
at a future meeting. Like all chapters we 
need new members as some sell their 
RV, develop physical problems or just 
want to slack off a little as life gets busy 
for them.

If anyone wants information or is in-
terested in joining our chapter call me, 
Walter Cothran, at 425-890-3612.

2020 was pretty much a bust, although 
we did manage to get two campouts in 
for the year. 2021 on the other hand 
was pretty much back to normal with 
campouts scheduled for every month 
from April thru September. We started 
the year with only five rigs but managed 
to end the year with another rig join-
ing out little band and it looks like we 
may have another wanting to join. Even 
though we are small and not everyone 
was able to show up at every campout 
we had good times and fun. We have 
our campouts scheduled for 2022 al-
ready and are looking forward to each 
one. We have our winter dinners on the 
calendar so we can all stay in touch and 
plan our adventures for next year. 

I know this is rather short but at least 
we were able to get out and have fun 
this year. We are looking forward to 
next year. We hope you all have a safe 
winter and enjoy the holidays. Hope to 
see many of you at the state rallies next 
year.
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Lilac City Sams
Submitted by Betty Higley

Frost on the auto windshield, snow in 
the mountains; Camping is coming to a 
close for most of us.

In SEPTEMBER we stayed at The Inn at 
Priest Lake RV Park, Coolin, ID. Most 
of the RV sites were occupied by our 
members. And Associates camped with 
us staying in the hotel . Nice drive see-
ing all the shops. Stopped by a Museum 
(closed that day). However, we walked 
around the grounds that had name 
plates for all the plants that are grown 
in that area. We watched two sea planes 
take off at another resort. Something we 
don’t see too often. Ted and I took our 
two dogs for a slow ride on the ATV 
around the RV park. Everyone (or dog) 
has to have some fun when camping. 

We sat around the RVs and visited and 
shared stories. Dinner was at Millie’s 
Restaurant, I read a little history online: 
“Previously called ‘The Cedars’, ‘Millie’s’ 
originated in 1943 by owner-operators 
Mildred and Ward Adams. Gesualdo 
Adamo (Ward) was born in Altilia, It-
aly in 1891. At 15, Adamo hit the sea 
and sailed from Naples to America in 
search of a new life.” Good food they 
get an A+… On Thursday most of us 
drove to Theodore Granite Falls, and 
then walked up a rocky path near the 
flowing water. The camp hosts gave us 
a compliment that they enjoyed having 
us there. We will be back.

OCTOBER meeting held at Chuck and 
Linda Elis’ home. It was a Chili feed 
potluck, including Halloween treats. 
Evansanne (Anne) Snizik  talked about 
her secret ingredient in her chili… not 
secret now… Pumpkin. Yes, pumpkin 
and delicious chili with turkey. Five 
chilis to choose! Awe heck, may we 
taste them all? Until April, see Yah! 
Girls, wanna play cards next month? 
My house or yours?

What-Com Sams
Submitted by Patricia Kazarow

Congratulations! I hereby award an A (for Apple?) to everyone who did the home-
work assignment from last time and participated in the Apples and Cinnamon: 
Yum Yum crossword puzzle designed by our own Ann Archer.  There was great 
excitement as each day revealed more clues until at last the puzzle was solved! 
Such a fun time! with great camaraderie experienced by all who participated in 
this interactive, backdrop event. In case you missed it, the photo shows the puzzle 
with clue letters that were refreshed every day.

Before going to Cashmere, we enjoyed our campout at the Wenatchee River 
County Park where we honed our beanbag baseball skills. Unfortunately for us, 
“practice didn’t make perfect” this time when the “real thing” at Cashmere took 
place. We look forward to our last campout of the year at Swinomish Casino in 
Anacortes where we always enjoy seeing beautiful bay views especially when lit by 
the rays of the sun and the moon as well as the working railroad “swing bridge” 
that spans the nearby Channel.

Our final two gatherings will be for Thanksgiving Dinner at the Latitude 49 Club-
house in Birch Bay and Christmas Dinner at the Portal Creek Park Clubhouse 
in Ferndale. These beautiful, comfortable venues allow us to make the holidays 
especially meaningful.

While our Chapter continues to add new Good Samers, in September we mourned 
the passing of one of our members, Eldon Schouten. He loved beanbag baseball… 
his nickname was “Slugger.” Always happy and friendly, he loved his old Chevrolet 
and always looked forward to campouts, sitting around the campfire and enjoy-
ing life to the fullest. Regarding general Chapter news, our contact person for any 
questions you have about the What-Com Sams is our President, Max Archer who 
is available by calling or text at 360-305-2119. 
Happy Trails everyone!
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Sams of Puget Sound
Submitted by Diane Julum

This past summer brought warm sunny weather to the Pacific NW… perfect for camp-
ing. Copalis Beach Resort was a nice way for SOPS to kick off the month of July. Around 
10 rigs were in attendance with diverse activities. Thursday, our group took advantage 
of relaxed COVID-19 regulations by having dinner at the Green Lantern Tavern; a very 
crowded and popular place. Friday was lunch at the Pirate’s Cove Pub and Grill which 
had great burgers in Ocean Shores. Following lunch, was shopping and sight-seeing at 
the North Jetty. The evenings we gathered around a campfire for sharing of our stories. 
Saturday, was road trip to nearby Lake Quinault and the Lake Quinault Lodge. The lodge 
was filled with a pictorial history of the local sites and Peoples.

Also, in July about 7 SOPS members attended the Hood Canal Beach Cabin Seafood Fest 
at Belfair. Lots of seafood (oysters, shrimp, salmon and crab), as well as Turtle Pie, was 
eaten at this gathering. Ken and Janna Stevens hosted this afternoon gathering.

Our August event was a bit rainy but 9 rigs were able to attend the Hoquiam River cam-
pout.  

September brought the WA State Campout in Cashmere. The weather was good and 7 
rigs attended.

A joint campout with SOPS and Roamin Wheels was held at Stargazers 
RV Resort in Goldendale. Dinner was at the Dirty Cowgirl Restaurant. 
Nearby attractions were wine tasting at the Maryhill Winery, the Mary-
hill Museum, the Goldendale Observatory, St. John’s Bakery and a trip to 
Brickleton to see the famous bluebirds and dine at the Main Street Cafe 
with a cowboy named Mark.

The remaining 2021 schedule: October 21-24 American Sunset RV at 
Westport; November 13 meeting is at Janna Stevens home at 1PM; De-
cember Holiday Party will be at Puerto Vallarta Restaurant in Puyallup 
on December 18 at 1 PM.
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Apples and Cinnamon: Yum Yum
Submitted by John West

State Team Photographer
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Cashmere Campout September 17 -19, 2021
Our final rally of the year has come and gone. We had 63 rigs, 113 adults, and 30 pets. A good time was had by all. There were 
games, contests, meetings, and entertainment. Donations were made to our charities, and we had a nice memorial service to 
honor those Good Sam chapter members who passed in 2020 and 2021. There were a lot of names. 

It was announced that our state secretary, Ron Kelly, is looking for a replacement in 2023 as is our sound man Jim Hyson. If 
anyone is interested in either of those two positions on the state team, please let Director Dave know. 

It was brought up and decided, I believe at Lynden, that charity donation amounts would not be announced at donation time. 
This was because at times it became a competition to see which chapter could donate the most money. This isn’t a competi-
tion and didn’t seem fair to the other chapters that couldn’t afford large donations. It doesn’t matter whether your chapter is 
lucky enough to have 20 plus rigs or only 4 rigs, we all work hard to raise money for our charities. I believe this was brought 
up at the presidents meeting and announced at the general meeting. We are trying to be fair to everyone. All donations are 
greatly appreciated by the charities, no matter how much they are. I bring this up because there was some heart burn over 
not announcing the donation amounts at Cashmere.

Our entertainment was great. Director Dave had to make some last-minute changes to our entertainment lineup due to last 
minute cancelations. On Friday evening we had JJ Dion who had entertained us in 2019 when he played with Heidi and Di-
ane. On Saturday evening we had entertainment from the LO-KE-CO Sams. You know that whatever they come up with is 
going to entertaining and a lot of laughs. After they completed their hilarious performance, our very own Jim Hyson regaled 
us with his guitar and vocal talents. He did a great job. He is an awesome guitar player if you have not heard him play.

We had announcements of our contest and game winners and Dee handed us a list of the winners but in the rush and hubbub 
that has since followed the rally we have lost the list. However, their pictures are on the state web site under the Cashmere 
2021 gallery. My bad on losing the list. Sorry!

We all had a good time and even had a few first timers join in the festivities, two of which joined my chapter, the Skagit Sams. 

Hope to see you at Lynden in the spring. Get the word out about our chapters and rallies. The more the merrier. 
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Driving the Happy Wheels News-bus!
Barbara Erickson, Happy Wheels Editor

LESSONS LEARNED: We had just spent five days at Wine Country RV Park in Prosser. We had three days 
before our next trip to Fidalgo Bay RV Resort. I had this bright idea that instead of going home, we could go 
to the KOA in Winthrop. It seemed easy enough to do, so I called and made arrangements. I forgot one thing. 
The weather. 

Even though it was not yet the middle of October, the evening temperatures in Winthrop were dropping to the 
mid-20s. Didn’t think about winterizing – I thought that was for putting the RV to bed for the winter. I sent 
Director Dave a note asking what we could do. He gave me a great answer, one that I’m sharing: 

“…put 120VAC reflector lights (75 watt bulb) under the drain pipes that hang down under the rig, this will give 
off enough heat there to keep the drain pipes from freezing, (pointing at the pipes 6 inches away is good). Also 
you might put one next to the holding tank dump pipe too. You can buy one at any hardware store. Two lights 
would be better when temp is real low. There should be no concern for the rest of the rig as long as the main 
furnace heat is on and water heater is on. I have done this many times when the temp is much below freezing 
and never had a problem. Another thing is remove the water hose as it will freeze and you don’t want it con-
nected to the rig if it freezes. I have seen lots of water hoses in the trash after a freeze when camping.” 

Wisdom from an experienced camper! I thought I would share this with you as we, the collective "we," may not 
think to check the weather. The thought of being on the road overtook my senses. And as for us, we decided, 
after much hemming and hawing, to absorb the cancellation fee and travel home for those three days and think 
a bit more about winterizing.

LOGO: This month I'm putting the spotlight on the Washington State Good Sam logo. The thing is, I need your 
help this time. I cannot seem to find out how the State logo came about. So I'm going to turn to you, the mem-
bership with your years of memories, to let me know the mystery for now, of how that State logo came about.  
You can find the Washington State logo on page 16. Send me an email (bje46@msn.com) with the history, I'll be 
eternally grateful and we'll share information in the February 2022 Happy Wheels.

HELP WANTED ADS: This is the time of the season when lots of Help Wanted signs normally appear as 
stores get ready for the Holiday shopping rush. And just like everyone else, the Washington State Good Sams is 
putting out their Help Wanted signs. 

I hope each of you reading this issue of the Happy Wheels will take a bit of time to consider joining the State 
Team by volunteering to fill one of these jobs. (The Sunshine vacancy can be filled immediately, I believe.) If you 
have a nagging desire to give back to your Good Sam community, please consider raising your hand and sign 
up. It is a great team to be a part of... we all work well together and have a lot of fun too. We also have to work 
hard at the State events. But a little bit of work doesn't hurt anyone, right? I enjoy being part of this family and 
the greater Good Sam community. Contact Dave at etno1@hotmail.com and join the fun! You won't regret it! 

NOVEMBER 2021 HAPPY WHEELS
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WA State Good Sams Happy Wheels
14306 SE 49th Street
Bellevue, WA  98006

The Washington State Good Sam Newsletter is the quarterly 
published voice for Washington State Good Sams Chapter 
Members. At Large Members may subscribe to a nominal fee 
by contacting the Good Sam State Secretary.

CHANGES OF ADDRESS MUST BE SUBMITTED TO 
THE STATE SECRETARY AT THE ADDRESS ON THE 

STAFF PAGE (PAGE 2)

Submission deadlines are the 15th of January, April, July  
and October for publishing the first week of February,  

May, August and November.

For questions or more information, please contact: 
WA State Good Sam Director Dave Cluett at email address: 
etno1@hotmail.com


